
9th Annual
Lake Windermere Summer Splash!

August 18th, 2018

Despite the cool and smoky weather on the morning of
Saturday, August 18th, dozens of community members
and their families joined the Lake Windermere
Ambassadors for an educational public event and
community celebration of Lake Windermere, at James
Chabot Provincial Park in Athalmer, BC.

This was the 9th annual hosting of this event, which ran
from 11:00 am - 3:00 pm in the park. Through this free
public event, the Lake Windermere Ambassadors strive
to draw full-time and seasonal communities together
with local businesses and organizations in celebration of
the lake and our shared reliance on clean and healthy
freshwater resources.

We aim to have all participants leave with a greater
knowledge and understanding of the lake, and a better
appreciation for its value to our community. The event
also serves to raise consciousness about the importance
of upholding best practices in lake management, valuing
water, and sharing the stewardship vision and programs
delivered by the Ambassadors.

Partners and event stations
Although we reached out to several partners for this
event, many who have attended in past years were
unable to attend the 2018 Splash due to scheduling
conflicts. Despite this, we were very fortunate to have
the Invermere Public Library and East Kootenay Invasive
Species Council come support the event with their own
presentations and educational games! Participants in
these activities learned about the water cycle, fish and
wild animals, identifying and preventing the spread of
invasive species, and made some funky crafts to
demonstrate their knowledge!
The other stations at the event were all hosted by Lake



Windermere Ambassadors’ volunteers. These included
an interpretive wetland walk, free yoga in the park,
“What makes a River Healthy?” chalk river drawings,
“What do you love about your lake?” interactive painting
station, a water sampling and monitoring testing station,
bug identification buckets, and various active games such
as “Fishing for Facts” and “What did you eat Mr. Eagle?”
The games ranged from learning about the food cycle, to
weather patterns, to macro-invertebrate movements!
Finally, some more fun and interactive stations such as
giant paddleboard tug-of-war and crazy mermaid hair
and face-painting drew in several beach-goers!

To top it all off, the LWA Volunteers hosted a free
community barbecue for all participants, generously
sponsored by A&W Invermere. We provided a full lunch
and drinks to all participants and volunteers. The
barbecue was a huge hit and ensured that participants
didn’t go hungry while taking part in the day’s activities!

Learning outcomes
We noted some of the responses, exclamations, and
comments from participants to assess whether the lake
appreciation ethic and water knowledge was transferred
successfully.
For example, some of the responses to the question:
“What do you love about your lake?” included: “clean
water”, ”swimming”, “family”, “fun”, and “beautiful
views”, which we feel demonstrates a good sense of
value for the assets the lake brings to our community,
and the importance of clean water to these benefits.

Similarly, the “What makes a river healthy?” station
had responses that included: “healthy ecosystem”,
“fish”, “oxygen”, “cold water”, and “water
conservation!”. We were happy to see so many
participants actively engaging in water stewardship
education and learning more about what makes water
healthy, and how we can all be active in helping
steward it!



Attendance & demographics
Based on the number of lunches served at the barbecue and
event registrations at the sign-in tent, we estimate
approximately 110 people took part in this year’s event
throughout the course of the day. This number is lower than
in past years, which was partially due to very smoky weather.

Despite the lower turnout, we are very pleased to report that
we had an excellent mix of first-time visitors, seasonal return
visitors, and long-term residents attend the event! This mix
of attendees is important to us, because the Ambassadors
strive to reach a diverse audience and people who may not
know about the importance of Lake Windermere as a
drinking water source, important recreation area, and critical
migratory bird feeding and staging grounds.
We hope that by reaching this audience, we have helped
spread education about water stewardship and encourage
visitors to view the lake and shoreline areas as sensitive
treasures and to take good care of them while visiting!

Volunteers and community support
We could not have accomplished such an event without the
13 community volunteers and 3 partner groups who helped
make this year’s Summer Splash a success! In total, 65
hours of volunteer time was dedicated to this event, and
over $1,000 worth of in-kind donations in the form of
equipment, food, prizes, and water safety gear ensured it
was a blast for all participants.

Future planning
Although weather and visitation factors played a role in a lower
turnout for this year’s event, with the funding support we
received from BC Parks and the Columbia Basin Trust we were
able to develop specially themed Splash materials (such as
signage, posters, and new games and activities) that can be
used in future years and at other Ambassadors’ outreach
booths and events. In this way, the funding reach of this event
will go far beyond this one day, and will allow us to continue to
bring this type of stewardship education and community
engagement activities to the Lake Windermere community in
the future!
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For questions about this event or to learn how you can get involved next year, please contact:

info@lakeambassadors.ca
250-341-6898

mailto:info@lakeambassadors.ca

