
- Know t he 4R's of  fer t i l izer  use:
- Right  Place

- Leave a 30m buffer to riparian areas
- Avoid applying near open waterways
- Only apply in areas where a nutrient deficiency is 

present (test your soil!)
- Right  Source

- Match the type of fertilizer applied to the specific 
needs of your lawn or garden produce

- Use natural fertilizers or no-till systems 
whenever possible to reduce the need for 
additional fertilizer inputs

- Right  Rat e
- Only apply as much as needed, never more (save 

yourself money and time!)
- Use slow-release fertilizers to reduce the number 

of yearly applications required 
- Right  Tim e

- Don't apply to frozen or snow-covered ground
- Avoid applying before heavy wind or rains
- Apply during spring or fall (crop-dependent) 

when plants are synthesizing new roots and will 
utilize the maximum available quantity

- Have a professional check for septic tank leaks during pumping 
every 3-4 years, or immediately if sign point towards a leaky tank 
(slumping, soggy ground, odor, backed up/slow draining toilet).

- Avoid use of old detergents or cleaning products containing 
phosphate chemicals; do not wash any chemicals into storm 
drains to ensure stormwater meets water quality standards.

- Keep riparian areas, marshes, and wetlands on your property 
intact, since these land types help to naturally filter nutrients and 
remove them from our waterways!

""Nuisance"" Nutrients
Stewardship Guide

Homeowners & Property Managers

Stewardship Action:

Questions or comments? Contact us!
(250) 341-6898          info@lakeambassadors.ca  

PO Box 601, 625 4th Street, Invermere, BC V0A 1K0



What  are t he "Nuisance"  Nut r ient s?

"Nuisance" nutrients are, as the name suggests, 
elemental nutrients - such as Phosphorous and Nitrogen 
- which cause problems for ecosystems, land or resource 
managers, or property owners if they are found in excess 
quantities. This is due to the nature of how they are 
taken up and used or stored within an ecosystem.

Aquatic ecosystems are especially vulnerable to the 
influences of Phosphorous and Nitrogen, since these 
nutrients are often found in limiting quantities.   All 
aquatic life depends on the presence of these nutrients 
to perform basic cellular processes.  When found in low 
quantities, these nutrients naturally limit the growth of 
aquatic plant and animal life.  When found in high 
quantities, these nutrients can contribute to overgrowth 
of many primary producers such as plants, algae, and 
cyanobacteria.

How does t h is af fect  m e?
As a homeowner or property manager, your actions may 
directly influence the proliferation of nutrients within our 
watershed.  Potential sources of nutrients include lawn 
and garden fertilizers, compost, old phosphate- 
containing detergents, livestock or animal waste, and 
septic systems.  These are all places from which nutrients 
may enter the lake and our watershed if improperly 
managed or controlled.

Overloading of nutrients in our watershed could cost us 
our lake (the main driver of our local economy in the 
summer months),  and could destroy many of the natural 
spaces and waterways we call home.

You can implement the stewardship tips found on the 
back page of this pamphlet.  By doing so, you'll help 
protect the ecological integrity of your watershed and its 
lakes, streams, and wetlands!

How can I help?


